A Walk Down Fourth Street 


Up the street there was Bilby’s Restaurant, Mode O Day women clothes, Coronet 
Dime Store, Sears order office, and on the corner there was the IOOF Hall built in 1905. The 
hall had a long narrow stairway that led upstairs from the sidewalk off Cedar Street. The Hall 
was used for dances and meetings. The downstairs was used by the Swank Company that 
started in 1922. Wilber Swank was the owner and he sold furniture and appliances. Wilber 
Swank also owned the Funeral parlor on 3 and Cedar. When Wilber retired from the furniture 
business Bud Thrall and Jake Jacobson bought the business. Al Fisher bought the business from 
them some years later. In 1993 the old building burned to the ground after kids playing with fire 
crackers ignited the structure. Some years later the structure was rebuilt and Al’s daughter had a 
furniture store there. Now it is office space. 


Carmack Realty was run by Robert and Daisy Carmack. Later his son Jim worked the 
business. In the very early years there was a livery stable on the site. Next door was 
Mansfield’s Mercantile. It carried dry goods. Eleanor Weakly is the daughter of these owners. 
Up the street was Clifford’s Flower shop and later Margaret Hinds Flowers. Also there was 
Karnath’s Grocery. 


Moving eastward across from the Post Record was as sporting goods shop owned by Carl 
and Lil Gehman. Carl was an avid fisherman and sold everything from fishing lures to tennis 
shoes. Next door was the cleaners owned by the Mannings. The cleaner was eventually sold to 
the Gehmans and Vi Hudson Wagner. Together they ran the business. 


Lupton’s 

Bill Lupton was the owner and such a great man. I think he was the most patient person 
in the world. As you entered the restaurant there was a long counter on the left that served as a 
lunch counter. In the back there were booths to sit. It was a gathering place for kids and after 
each football game or outing we would meet there. I can remember the boys would always blow 
the straw wrappers around the room until Mr. Lupton finally got tired of it and removed the 
straws from the table completely. I also remember three of us girls going into Lupton’s and 
pooling our money and ordering one milkshake with three straws. Things were tough and 
although all of us worked we still didn’t have much money. In the back was another room where 
Bill made hand dipped chocolates that he sold in Portland at another of his stores. My sister 
made chocolates at this shop but Marie Stoller was his main chocolate maker. | still have after 
all these years a Lupton candy box that is marked with the Lupton name and Camas on the left 
corner and blue foil, faded but intact. Mr. Lupton was a good hearted fellow and so patient with 
us kids because his shop was a hangout for the students. Sometimes the band marched 
downtown at noon every football game to perform in front of the mill. As we marched back up 
the street past his shop Bill would come out and ask our band leader, Mr. Moffitt if he could give 
us ice cream. Can you imagine what a treat! 
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